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So much more than a book about 
environments for young children. 
This is a deeply hopeful, inspired, 
and empowering guide for those 
dreaming of and working for 
the very best present and future. 
—Heather Bernt-Santy, M.A. Ed., host of 
That Early Childhood Nerd and author of 
Using Schema Play Theory to Advocate 
for Free Play in Early Childhood 

A revolutionary text that 
defies easy categorization. 
Part memoir, part 
pedagogical manifesto, 
part unapologetic love 
letter to Black children. 
—Gregory V. Larnell, PhD, 
University of Illinois Chicago, 
Department of Education

Every book we publish 
is an invitation to 
grow, to reflect, and 
to reimagine what is 
possible for children, 
families, and our field.

New! Designs for Living and Learning, 
Third Edition
Shape welcoming spaces where children can learn and grow. 
For more than two decades, Designs for Living and Learning has 
inspired educators with practical ideas for creating captivating 
environments that nurture children, families, and staff. This 
updated third edition offers fresh photos, stories, and examples 
from a wide range of programs that are holding onto their vision—
designing beautiful, engaging spaces while navigating regulations, 
stress, and uncertainty. Use it to rethink your environment, make 
intentional choices, and move closer to the program you imagine.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 360 pgs.
#548319 $49.95

Dear Champions of Early Learning,
At Redleaf Press, we often return to a simple truth: “Teaching 
is like planting a tree under whose shade you will never sit.” 
This idea is at the heart of everything we do. Early childhood 
professionals invest in futures they may never fully see—but 
their impact is undeniable, profound, and enduring.

Every day in early childhood education is an act of hope. 
You spark curiosity before children even have words for their 
questions. You set alight confidence long before they can 
name their strengths. You illuminate possibilities they have 
yet to imagine. Your work is the quiet, steady dawn rising 
behind every thriving community.

Every book we publish is an invitation to grow, to reflect, and 
to reimagine what is possible for children, families, and our 
field. These are resources crafted to meet you where you are 
and support you wherever you dream of going next.

As you open this catalog, I hope you feel both seen and 
supported. Each title we publish is created with your 
work in mind—your curiosity, your challenges, and your 
unwavering commitment to children and families. From 
practical classroom tools to thought-provoking professional 
resources, every book is selected to help you nurture strong 
roots and thriving branches in the communities you serve.

You’ll find resources that elevate joy, fuel reflection, and 
encourage meaningful change—because we know your 
time is valuable and the work you do matters deeply. These 
offerings are designed not just to inform your practice, but 
to uplift your spirit, reaffirm your purpose, and remind you 
that you are part of something profoundly impactful.

Thank you for all the ways you show up each day—with 
patience, courage, creativity, and heart. Your contributions 
grow far beyond the present moment, and we are honored 
to support you on that journey.

Warmly,

Nikki Darling-Kuria
Director, Redleaf Press and Think Small Institute

New! We Are Who We’re Waiting For
Bring transformative change to early childhood 
education. We Are Who We’re Waiting For blends 
rigorous research with tools for action, inviting 
educators to rethink practice through the lenses of 
humanity, children’s rights, and intersectionality. 
Author Kisa Marx calls for dismantling systemic 
barriers and centering each child’s identity, culture, 
and potential. Through personal narratives and 
heart-centered storytelling, each chapter supports 
readers in deconstructing, reconsidering, and 
reimagining what early childhood education can 
be, and in turning personal resolve into sustained, 
systemic change. 

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 216 pgs.
#548739 $29.95
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Aid all children in gaining 
the attitudes and skills 
necessary to becoming 
confident, respectful 
participants in a 
classroom, and citizens 
in a diverse, democratic 
country and world. 
—Julie Diamond, Author of 
Kindergarten: A Teacher, 
Her Students, and a Year  
of Learning

A beautifully 
inspiring call to 
reimagine early 
childhood learning 
as a messy, joyful 
journey of curiosity 
and reflection. 
—Wendy Lee, 
Director, Educational 
Leadership Project

New! The Intentional Director
Step into your role as an intentional, impactful early childhood director. 
The Intentional Director empowers program directors with practical strategies to 
strengthen leadership, management, and family partnerships. Drawing on years of 
experience and research, authors Angel Stoddard and Pam Boulton show why the 
director is central to quality and how to step into that role with clarity and confidence. 
With an integrated framework, videos, and online content, this resource helps 
directors and administrators enhance their leadership and management skills and 
create thriving learning environments for children, staff, and families.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 208 pgs.
#548647 $39.95

New! A Way of Seeing
Capture beautiful, 
intentional photographs 
that honor young children’s 
lives. In A Way of Seeing, 
author Ron Grady invites 
early childhood educators 
to slow down, notice more, 
and reflect on their own 
photography practices. This 
book treats photography as 
a powerful, accessible tool 
for documentation and reflection, showing how everyday 
moments in care and education settings deserve careful, 
artful attention. Through an engaging “course” in 
photography, Grady explores history, technique, ethical 
and logistical challenges, and creative possibilities 
specifically for early childhood environments.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 200 pgs.
#548548 $39.95
Available June 2026

New! Disaster 
Planning and 
Preparedness in 
Early Childhood 
and School-Age 
Care Settings, 
Revised Edition
Be ready when 
the unexpected 
happens. This revised 
Quick Guide walks 
you through creating 
personalized plans for emergencies such as 
evacuation, bomb threats, lockdowns, sheltering 
in place, transportation incidents, and active 
shooters. It also covers disaster recovery so you 
can reopen safely after a crisis. Up-to-date and 
reviewed by an expert in disaster planning, this 
quick guide helps you protect children, staff, 
and families with clear, practical preparation. 

Age focus: 0–12. Softbound, 96 pgs.
#548753 $21.95
Available July 2026

New! Revisiting Journeys
Support each child’s unique journey of play 
and learning. Join bestselling author Miriam 
Beloglovsky and coauthor Jessie Frazier on a 
wonder-filled journey of exploring how children 
return to ideas, pause, and come back again 
in new ways. Revisiting Journeys introduces a 
framework for understanding this non-linear 
process and for guiding children’s next steps 
with curiosity and respect. Learn how to create 
ecosystems that welcome messy, ongoing revisits 
and to walk alongside children as they co-create 
their own paths of discovery and meaning.

Age focus: 2–8. Softbound, 224 pgs.
#548333 $ $39.95

New! Teaching for Love and Justice
Reimagine your program through the 
lens of love and racial justice. Grounded 
in current research on race and early 
education, Teaching for Love and Justice 
offers a roadmap for integrating anti-racist 
teaching into everyday practice. The book 
highlights educators’ role in supporting 
healthy racial identity and addressing racial 
justice with young children. Drawing on 
interviews with twenty-seven New York City 
teachers in a variety of settings, it shares 
classroom vignettes, practical strategies, and 
honest reflections on the joys, challenges, and 
urgency of this work. 

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 184 pgs.
#548609 $27.95

Medical 
Emergencies, 
Revised Edition
Age focus: 0–12. Spiral,  
62 pgs. 
#544373 $24.95

New! Theories of Childhood, Revised and Expanded Third Edition
Deepen your understanding of the theories that shape early childhood practice. 
Theories of Childhood, Revised and Expanded Third Edition, offers clear, accessible 
introductions to the work of John Dewey, Maria Montessori, Erik Erikson, Jean Piaget, 
John Bowlby, Mary Ainsworth, Lev Vygotsky, and Janice E. Hale. Each chapter highlights 
a theorist’s work and shows how they influence teaching young children today. With 
discussion questions and suggested readings, this edition helps educators connect 
classic theories to daily decisions, planning, and reflection in their own settings.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 176 pgs.
#548500 $32.95
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New edition 
available 
Sept. 2026!

Find many more books 
about leadership on 
our website:

Find many more 
books about program 
administration on  
our website:

The Visionary Director, Third Edition
Lead your early childhood program with clarity and vision. In The 
Visionary Director, Third Edition, Margie Carter, Deb Curtis, and Luz Maria 
Casio offer a concrete framework to help center directors organize their 
work and align daily decisions with core values. With 40% new content, 
including fresh reflections, stories, and provocations in Spanish, this edition 
supports you in strengthening staff culture, nurturing shared leadership, and 
building a vibrant learning community for staff and children in your care.

Softbound, 416 pgs.
#547282 $49.95

Creating a Culture of Reflective Practice
Create systems that support real thinking and 
growth. Creating a Culture of Reflective Practice 
introduces four principles of pedagogical leadership to 
help you balance administrative demands with supporting 
quality and staff development. Learn how to design 
systems, structures, and protocols that invite educators, 
mentors, coaches, and leaders into ongoing reflection 
about their work in both large and small organizations. 

Softbound, 200 pgs.
#547404 $34.95

Saving Play
Show that standards and play can work together. Saving Play 
gives educators practical strategies for honoring child-led, open-
ended play while still meeting academic standards. Discover how 
rich play experiences support learning domains such as literacy, 
math, science, and physical development and how they can align 
with frameworks like the Common Core Standards. Use this book 
to restore play to its rightful place as joyful, meaningful learning. 

Age focus: 3–6. Softbound, 288 pgs.
#545301 $34.95

Early Childhood 
Leadership and 
Program Management
Leading and managing an 
early education program 
is both challenging and 
rewarding. Early Childhood 
Leadership and Program 
Management, a Redleaf Quick 
Guide, offers practical tips 
to help new directors gain 
confidence. Drawing on skills 
they already have, it introduces 
strategies for quality teaching 
and learning, organizational planning, and infusing 
a diversity-rich mindset to create successful 
environments for all staff, families, and children.

Softbound, 88 pages.
#547657 $19.95

The CDA® Prep Guide, 
Fourth Edition
Navigate the CDA® credentialing process 
with confidence. The CDA® Prep Guide, Fourth 
Edition, provides clear, step-by-step support for 
choosing training, compiling your Professional 
Portfolio, and completing the Verification Visit 
and CDA® Exam. Written in accessible language, 
it helps candidates stay organized, prepared, 
and ready to earn their CDA®. 

Softbound, 232 pgs.
#547244 $22.95

Program Administration Scale, Third Edition
Reliably measure and strengthen leadership and management 
in center-based programs. The Program Administration 
Scale (PAS), Third Edition, focused solely on organization-wide 
administrative practices. This edition updates the reliability 
and validity research, aligns indicators with a whole leadership 
framework, and revises the PAS indicator language through a racial 
equity and social justice lens, helping programs assess and improve 
quality at the organizational level.

Softbound, 104 pgs.
#767603 $30.95

Visionary Director Reflection Journal 
Pair with The Visionary Director, bilingual in 
English and Spanish. 

Softbound, 88 pgs. 
#547794 $21.95
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Cultivating Professional Friendships in Early 
Childhood Education
Enhance your joy and practice through professional friendships. 
Cultivating Professional Friendships in Early Childhood Education shows 
how intentional, “critical” friendships among educators provide daily 
support, honest feedback, and shared problem-solving. Learn how to 
build and sustain these relationships so you can grow pedagogically, feel 
less isolated, and bring more energy, collaboration, and fun to your work.

Softbound, 168 pgs.
#547961 $26.95

Supercharge Professional Development for Early 
Childhood Educators
Reimagine professional development and bring new energy to your 
program. Supercharge Professional Development for Early Childhood 
Educators empowers early childhood program leaders to transform 
their current professional development practices, offering innovative 
and concrete ideas for supporting educators. The timely and inspiring 
resources in this handbook will increase engagement, build collaboration, 
and enhance all aspects of any professional development program.

Softbound, 200 pgs.
#548074 $39.95

Just Play
Reclaim the joy of play for 
yourself and your work. Just Play 
focuses on adults’ play and why it 
matters for creativity, flexibility, and 
well-being. When educators reconnect 
with their own playful capacities, they 
are better able to understand children, 
design engaging curricula, lead with 
imagination, and shape more playful, 
responsive programs and organizations. 
This book helps you rediscover play as a 
powerful professional resource.

Softbound, 192 pgs.
#547770 $29.95

Play Stories
Let your own play history inform your teaching. Play Stories invites 
early childhood educators to reflect on their childhood and adult play 
and how it shapes their views of children’s play. Through four narrative 
lenses—the Puzzler, the Character, the Explorer, and the Maker—Katelyn 
Clark offers a model for uncovering and writing your own play stories, 
deepening your play pedagogy and identifying where you really playfully 
shine in the classroom.

Softbound, 128 pgs. 
#548166 $24.95

Learning to Lead, Third Edition
Develop the leadership skills today’s early childhood settings 
demand. Learning to Lead, Third Edition, helps early childhood 
professionals at every level cultivate leadership potential. Learn how to 
draw on your understanding of child development in a variety of leadership 
situations no matter the setting. This edition helps educators navigate 
cultural diversity and address racial and social inequities that affect 
children, families, and communities.

Softbound, 184 pgs.
#547541 $26.95

Caring for Self
To care for others, you must also care of yourself. Caring for Self 
supports educators in tending to their emotional, physical, cognitive, and 
social health. With reflective practice prompts and activities throughout, 
it shines a light on the emotional work of teaching and caring for young 
children and offers tools to reduce burnout and compassion fatigue 
through resilience-building and genuine self-care practices. 

Softbound, 128 pgs. 
#547855 $22.95
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Find a related eLearning 
on Overcoming Teacher 
Burnout at institute.
thinksmall.org 

Find many more 
books about equity 
and belonging on 
our website:

Daily Reflections for 
Educators, Coaches, 
Leaders, and Life
Build a practice of daily 
reflection that transforms 
your teaching and leadership. 
Daily Reflections for Educators, 
Coaches, Leaders, and Life 
offers twelve themes and 365 
entries, one for each day of the 
year. Each entry pairs a thought-
provoking quotation with 
commentary and a reflective 
practice suggestion. It’s designed 
to help you cultivate a reflective 
mindset, strengthen self-
awareness, and become a more 
intentional, empowered problem 
solver in your professional and 
personal lives. 

Softbound, 400 pgs. 
#547817 $29.95

Transformational Coaching 
for Early Childhood Educators
Also by Constant Hine 

Softbound, 204 pgs. 
#546407 $24.95

Seeing Ourselves in Nature
Discover the profound and 
joyful stories of Black and 
Brown nature educators. Seeing 
Ourselves in Nature asks how Black 
and Brown educators create spaces 
for predominantly Black and Brown 
children and families to reconnect 
with the natural world. Jessica Fong 
gathers narratives from thirteen 
educators of the global majority, 
offering rich stories, full-color 
photos, and reflection questions. 
This collection begins the essential 
work of making nature education 
more equitable and representative 
for all children.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 192 pgs. 
#548296 $39.95

The Many Stories of Our 
Beloved Community
Envision early childhood programs 
rooted in love, equity, and 
community. In The Many Stories 
of Our Beloved Community, author 
Rukia Monique Rogers offers an 
intimate and inspiring look Highlander 
School in Atlanta, Georgia, grounded 
in the vision of beloved community 
shared by Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Through stories and rich 
photography, she invites readers to 
reflect on their own practices and 
reimagine programs that center care, 
justice, and connection, with children 
as active partners in this work. 

Age focus: 0–5. Softbound, 224 pgs. 
#547732 $49.95

Hearing All Voices
Use coaching to advance equity 
in early childhood settings. 
Hearing All Voices presents a 
culturally responsive framework that 
helps educators understand and 
act on the importance of equity in 
their work with children and families. 
Designed as a guide for coaches, it 
weaves together the latest research 
in the science of change, brain 
development, and adult learning 
with concrete “how-to” tools for 
everyday practice. 

Softbound, 176 pgs. 
#547527 $24.95

Overcoming Teacher 
Burnout in Early Childhood
Refuel and improve morale 
in early childhood. Motivate 
and inspire yourself and others 
to view your work in a healthy 
and intentional way to create 
a high-quality early childhood 
environment. Personal stories from 
the field highlight how educators 
have worked through burnout. 
The conversational style offers 
opportunities for self-reflection 
and group work. 

Softbound, 152 pgs.
#546094 $24.95

Reflection, Perspective-Taking, 
and Social Justice
Encourage kindness and empathy in 
young children. How can we support 
children and teachers’ continued 
growth as kind, caring, compassionate 
people who work towards equity in this 
world? Reflection, Perspective-Taking, 
and Social Justice shares how educators 
at School for Friends in Washington, 
DC, nurture children’s dispositions for 
empathy and care. Drawing on Quaker 
values, the principles of the Black Lives 
Matter movement, and mindfulness, the 
authors weave real classroom stories 
and reflections that trace children’s 
learning journeys from toddlerhood 
through kindergarten with a clear lens 
on equity and social justice.

Age focus: 2–8. Softbound, 120 pgs. 
#548050 $24.95
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Find many more 
books about equity 
and belonging on 
our website:

Find many more 
books about inclusion 
on our website:

Find Redleaf Press’s 
sign language 
resources online:

I Like Myself
Support young Black children 
in developing a positive racial 
identity. I Like Myself draws on 
current research to give educators practical ways to nurture 
pride and self-love in Black preschoolers. Linking lesson-
planning guidance, academic activities, and children’s book 
recommendations, it addresses hair texture, skin tone, language, 
self-esteem, and media representation. This resource supplements 
any curriculum with ideas across social-emotional, academic, 
and fine arts domains, featuring more than 150 children’s book 
recommendations and 70+ paired activities.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 144 pgs.
#547893 $29.95

Creating Young Expert Learners
Implement Universal Design for 
Learning in your preschool or 
kindergarten classroom. Creating 
Young Expert Learners is an accessible 
guide to using Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL), a classroom instruction 
framework that emphasizes meeting the 
needs of learners of all abilities. Grounded 
in the science of learning, it explains the 
three core principles—multiple means of 
engagement, representation, and action/
expression—and shows how to design 
instruction that supports diverse learners 
to take ownership and become confident, 
capable “expert” learners.

Age focus: 3–6. Softbound, 240 pgs.
#547596 $24.95Cultivating the Genius of Black Children

Use culturally responsive strategies to support Black children’s 
success. Cultivating the Genius of Black Children offers practical 
approaches for closing opportunity gaps and expanding your teaching 
toolbox. By increasing your cultural intelligence, you’ll learn how to work 
more effectively across differences and design high-quality early learning 
experiences that recognize, affirm, and build on the strengths of Black 
children and their families.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 176 pgs. 
#544052 $29.95

Lessons from Turtle Island
Bring authentic Native American perspectives into your curriculum. Lessons 
from Turtle Island, written by one Native and one white educator, shows how 
to move beyond stereotypes and holidays to meaningful, everyday learning. 
Organized around themes of Children, Home, Families, Community, and the 
Environment, it offers recommended children’s books and activities across reading, 
writing, science, math, dramatic play, art, and more.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 192 pgs.
#309301 $29.95 Creating 

Diversity-Rich 
Environments for 
Young Children
Age focus: 0–8. 
Softbound, 80 pgs. 
#546650 $19.95

Inclusion Includes Us
Foster a true sense of belonging for 
everyone in your classroom community. 
Inclusion Includes Us invites educators to 
move beyond labeling children as “typical” 
or “atypical” and instead see each person’s 
unique constellation of strengths, needs, 
and interests. Through real-life examples, 
practical strategies, and reflective 
prompts, it shows how to remove barriers, 
build bridges, and create programs 
where every child and adult is a valued, 
contributing member. Everyone belongs.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 152 pgs.
#547756 $24.95

Responsive Practice for Dual 
Language Learners in Early 
Childhood Education
Support diverse dual language learners 
with confidence and care. Responsive 
Practice for Dual Language Learners in Early 
Childhood Education offers both theoretical 
grounding and practical strategies for 
welcoming children who are growing up 
with more than one language. Drawing on 
case studies from real classrooms, Jennifer 
Chen presents her Four Cornerstone model 
and reflective questions to help educators 
apply responsive, strengths-based practices 
in their own settings.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 144 pgs. 
#548098 $26.95

Teaching Young 
Multilingual Learners
Age Focus: 3–6. Softbound, 88 pgs. 
#548463 $19.95
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Find a full list of starter 
kits and individual 
products at www.
redleafpress.org/ASQ

For ITERS, ECCERS, SACERS, 
ECERS Extensions, forms, 
DVDs and more, visit 
redleafpress.org/rating-scales

Find many more books 
about health and safety 
on our website:

Find many more books 
about environments 
and outdoor learning 
on our website:

Supporting Children’s 
Mental Health and 
Wellbeing
Support young children’s 
mental health and 
resilience in everyday 
practice. Supporting 
Children’s Mental Health and 
Wellbeing offers strength-
based strategies for early 
childhood providers working 
with children birth to age 
five who show complex 
behaviors. Learn how to 
identify spheres of influence and protective factors, promote 
healthy attachment, and scaffold social-emotional development 
within the context of families and culture to foster strong, 
reciprocal relationships and well-being. 

Age focus: 0–5. Softbound, 200 pgs. 

ASQ-3 Starter Kit
Pinpoint 
developmental 
delays as early 
as possible in the 
first years of life. 
The ASQ‑3 Starter 
Kit gives programs 
everything they need to 
screen five key areas: 
communication, gross 
motor, fine motor, 
problem solving, 
and personal-social. The kit includes 21 
photocopiable questionnaire and scoring 
masters, a CD-ROM with printable PDFs, and 
the ASQ‑3 User’s Guide and Quick Start Guide 
to support accurate, family-friendly screening.
#570410 $295

Transforming 
Your Outdoor 
Early Learning 
Environment
Reimagine what’s 
possible with your 
outdoor space. 
Transforming Your 
Outdoor Early Learning 
Environment offers 
practical guidance for 
designing, updating, 
and maintaining eleven 
specific outdoor play zones using loose parts, upcycled 
materials, and modest budgets. With photos, design tips, 
and material lists, it shows how each zone can foster 
children’s competencies, development, and learning 
while turning outdoor areas into vibrant extensions of the 
classroom.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 264 pgs. 
#547381 $44.95

Inquiry-Based 
Early Learning 
Environments
See your environment 
through the lens of 
children’s inquiry. Susan 
Stacey takes an in-depth 
look at inquiry in early 
childhood settings. She 
examines how spaces 
can support relationships, 
risk-taking, and shared 
investigation between 
teachers and children. Drawing on stories from programs 
around the world, it offers concrete examples of environments 
and practices that nurture curiosity, collaboration, and deep 
engagement in early learning settings.

Age focus: 3–6. Softbound, 176 pgs. 
#545813 $39.95Early Childhood 

Environment 
Rating Scale, 
Third Edition
Assess your 
preschool and 
kindergarten 
settings. The Early Childhood Environmental 
Rating Scale, ECERS-3, is the latest version of this 
internationally recognized assessment tool. Widely 
used and comprehensive, ECERS-3 measures 
environmental provisions and teacher–child 
interactions that affect the developmental needs 
of young children, including cognitive, social-
emotional, physical, and health and safety.

Age focus: 3–5. Spiral-bound, 104 pgs.
#755709 $30.95

#547428 $34.95

The Play Prescription
Understand and support 
internalizing behaviors 
in young children. The 
Play Prescription explores 
anxiety, depression, social 
withdrawal, and other 
internalizing behaviors in 
young children, ages 3 to 7. 
Dr. Liese reviews research-
based prevention and 
intervention strategies and 
translates them into clear 
educational practices for the classroom. Sample handouts are 
included to share with families and encourage their partnership 
in supporting children’s mental health. 

Age focus: 3–7. Softbound, 184 pgs. 
#547466 $32.95

Learning from 
Doodoom Aki 
(Mother Earth) 
Through Children’s 
Land-Based Play
Embrace the cycle 
of the seasons with 
children and the land 
you share. Learning 
from Doodoom Aki 
invites educators to sit 
at the edge of the bush 
with Dr. Hopi Martin, 
Waabizheshi Oshkaabewis (Ojibwe Marten Clan Sacred 
Helper, Messenger, Fire Keeper, Lodge Caretaker), and 
explore a meeting place between Indigenous and settler 
worldviews. Through lived stories of land-based play, it 
supports you in recognizing children’s natural patterns 
of unstructured outdoor play and building deeper 
relationships with the land you live on.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 184 pgs. 
#548234 $36.95

Creating Your Earth-Friendly 
Early Childhood Program
Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 88 pages. 
#547695 $19.95

Creating a Reggio-Inspired 
STEM Environment
Age Focus: 2–6. Softbound, 88 pgs. 
#546988 $17.95
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Find many more  
books about social  
and emotional learning 
on our website:

Find many more books 
about observation  
and assessment on  
our website:

Find many more books 
about behavior and 
guidance learning on 
our website:

A Culture of Agency
Create a strong culture of 
learning and belonging. In A 
Culture of Agency, Lisa Burman 
draws on everyday research 
in Reggio-inspired programs 
to show how engagement, 
identity, belonging, and 
agency work together. Her 
five-pillar framework—
relationships, rituals, language 
of agency, environment, and 
learning contexts—helps 
educators create a culture of 
curiosity and deep learning. 

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 
144 pgs.
#547985 $27.95

Happily Ever 
Resilient
Use fairy tales to 
nurture children 
through adversity. 
In Happily Ever 
Resilient, Dr. 
Stephanie Goloway 
combines current 
trauma research with 
multicultural variants 
of classic fairy tales to create joyful, playful 
learning experiences. Early childhood educators 
learn how to tap into the magic of story so children 
can build the “ordinary magic” of resilience.

Age focus: 4–12. Softbound, 160 pages. 
#547442 $24.95

Trauma-Responsive 
Strategies for Early 
Childhood
Make your whole classroom 
more trauma responsive. 
Trauma-Responsive Strategies 
for Early Childhood uses a 
relationship-based framework 
across cognitive, language, 
physical, and social-emotional 
domains to help educators 
recognize how trauma may 
surface in behavior. Through vivid 
vignettes and concrete strategies, 
Katie Statman-Weil shows how 
educators can respond in ways 
that promote safety, connection, 
and learning for every child.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 216 pgs. 
#546636 $29.95

Beyond 
Behavior 
Management, 
Second Edition
Build children’s 
social-emotional 
skills for a stronger 
classroom 
community. 
Beyond Behavior 
Management, 
Second Edition, helps educators teach six 
essential life skills that support prosocial behavior, 
cooperation, and successful learning. This edition 
aligns each skill with early learning standards and 
addresses cultural awareness, giving teachers 
tools to respond to challenging behaviors while 
honoring children’s diverse backgrounds.

Age focus: 3–5. Softbound, 336 pgs.
#540733 $44.95

Focused Observations, Third Edition
Observe children with intent and purpose. Focused 
Observations, Third Edition, shows how systematic 
observation helps you truly know each child, track 
progress, and plan individualized curriculum. Learn 
practical techniques for strengthening your notes, 
creating portfolios with rich documentation, and sharing 
what you see with families. Nineteen online video 
vignettes offer practice observing children in action. This 
updated edition includes new examples, provider stories, 
and current research to deepen your skills in observing 
children and capturing what you see.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 272 pgs. 
#548395 $39.95

Pedagogical 
Documentation in 
Early Childhood, 
Second Edition
Understand the 
what, why, and 
how of pedagogical 
documentation. 
Pedagogical 
Documentation in Early 
Childhood, Second 
Edition, offers a clear 
framework, inspiring ideas, useful references, and practical 
design tips to help you communicate children’s learning. 
Updated content covers digital documentation, work with 
infants and nonverbal children, and the role of teacher 
curiosity. Learn how pedagogical narration supports 
teacher growth and communicates curriculum and 
experiences to families and others.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 160 pgs.
#548036 $39.95

The Art of Awareness, 
Third Edition
Craft new possibilities in 
your classroom through 
observation. In The Art of 
Awareness, Third Edition, 
authors Deb Curtis and 
Margie Carter invite 
educators to develop the 
art and skill of observing 
children. With new chapters 
and updates, this resource 
helps early childhood 
educators see children’s remarkable competencies, rethink 
environment and practices, and find new joy and meaning 
in daily work with children.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 328 pgs.  
#547305 $44.95

Focused Portfolios, 
Second Edition
Age focus: 0–5. 
Softbound, 272 pgs.  
#546742 $42.95

Developmental Milestones 
of Young Children, 
Revised Edition
Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 80 pgs. 
#544793 $19.95
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Find many more books 
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StoryMaking
Use the maker movement 
to deepen storytelling and 
literacy. StoryMaking weaves 
together storytelling, play, and 
Reggio-inspired theory with 
maker-centered learning. It shares 
processes, materials, and practical 
suggestions so teachers can design 
their own StoryMaking experiences 
and support young children. 

Age focus: 3–5. Softbound, 176 pgs. 
#546032 $39.95

Makerspaces
Cultivate a maker mindset 
in the youngest learners. 
Makerspaces helps educators 
design and introduce maker-
centered environments for young 
children, with guidance on how to 
select and use open-ended tools 
and materials that encourage 
creativity, problem-solving, and 
collaboration.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 276 pgs. 
#547138 $34.95

Teaching STEM in the 
Early Years, Second Edition
Bring rich STEM learning into 
everyday early childhood 
experiences. Teaching STEM in the 
Early Years, Second Edition, offers 
more than 85 developmentally 
appropriate activities that integrate 
two or more STEM disciplines in 
each experience. Using meaningful 
materials and situations, it helps 
children explore science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics while 
giving educators clear explanations 
of the underlying concepts and how 
to extend children’s thinking.

Age focus: 3–6. Softbound, 264 pgs. 
#548258 $44.95

Young Architects at Play
See construction play through the 
lens of architecture and STEM. 
Young Architects at Play shows 
how construction play can support 
learning in all four STEM areas. 
Featuring more than 20 projects 
using classroom materials, natural 
and found objects, cardboard, and 
authentic woodworking materials, 
it helps educators plan experiences 
that connect design, story, and 
problem-solving.

Age focus: 3–6. Softbound, 144 pgs. 
#547008 $34.95

Emergent Curriculum in 
Early Childhood Settings, 
Second Edition
Create an environment where 
children learn through play, 
inquiry, and exploration. 
Emergent Curriculum in Early 
Childhood Settings, Second Edition, 
explains the core components of 
emergent curriculum and how 
they can transform a program’s 
educational culture. Updated 
content includes inquiry-based 
practice, fresh looks at circle time 
and routines, expanded invitations 
(including for children learning a 
second language), new photos and 
documentation, and a new chapter 
on Reggio Emilia–inspired work.

Age focus: 2–6. Softbound, 240 pgs. 
#545837 $32.95

Emergent Curriculum 
with Toddlers
Introduce emergent curriculum 
in ways that honor toddlers’ 
unique development. Emergent 
Curriculum with Toddlers defines 
what emergent practice looks like 
in toddler programs and how it 
differs from preschool classrooms. 
Focusing on children’s developing 
themes, teachers’ observational 
skills, and the emotional and 
social climate, it gives educators 
concrete guidance for designing 
responsive, play-filled experiences 
during this crucial stage of life.

Age Focus: 18–36 months. 
Softbound, 184 pgs.
#547367 $32.95

Working in the Reggio Way
Explore Reggio-inspired practice from 
a teacher’s point of view. Working in 
the Reggio Way offers an accessible 
introduction based on firsthand 
experience observing and teaching in 
the schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy. It 
emphasizes aligning your daily decisions 
and environments with your core 
values—the hallmark of Reggio practice—
and provides ideas to begin adapting 
these principles in your own context.

Age focus: 0–5. Softbound, 224 pgs. 
#411401 $26.95

Early Childhood Quality 
Rating Scale—Emergent 
Curriculum (ECQRS-EC)
Spiral-bound, 96 pgs. 
#786550 $30.95



Theory to PracticeTheory to PracticeTheory to PracticeTheory to Practice

2120

Shop now RedleafPress.org

Call 1-800-423-8309 to Order

Find many more books 
about the theory and 
practice of teaching 
on our website:

Honoring the Moment in Young Children’s Lives
Re-envision the world through children’s eyes. In Honoring the Moment 
in Young Children’s Lives, author Ron Grady offers a joyful meditation on 
childhood and why the way we share children’s everyday moments matters. 
Drawing on anthropology, sociology, psychology, and education theory, he 
invites educators to remake their image of the child, pay closer attention to 
ordinary moments, and truly appreciate who children are right now, not just 
who they are becoming.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 152 pgs. 
#548135 $26.95

The Original Learning Approach
Weave a rich tapestry of play and learning 
in your practice. The Original Learning 
Approach is a new reflective practice, a 
Reggio-inspired way of seeing, that can be 
applied to any pedagogical method or context. 
By centering wonder, curiosity, joy, imagination, 
interaction, risk, time, reflection, and listening, 
it helps early childhood professionals design 
play-responsive environments where children 
learn naturally at their own pace and grow as 
confident, engaged lifelong learners.

Age focus: 2–8. Softbound, 200 pgs.
#547831 $29.95

Reflecting Children’s 
Lives, Second Edition
Plan child-centered 
curriculum with clarity 
and confidence. Reflecting 
Children’s Lives, Second Edition, 
helps you sharpen observation 
and documentation, set up your 
environment, and transform 
your teaching to reflect 
children’s interests and needs. 
Classroom stories, assessment 
tools, checklists, charts, 
and activities support new 
approaches and self-reflection 
as you plan and put curriculum 
into practice.

Age focus: 3–5. Softbound, 
264 pgs. 
#540399 $34.95

Early Learning Theories 
Made Visible
See early learning theories 
come alive. Early Learning 
Theories Made Visible 
uses vignettes and colorful 
photographs to show how ideas 
from Jean Piaget, Erik Erikson, 
Lev Vygotsky, Abraham Maslow, 
John Dewey, Howard Gardner, 
and Louise Derman-Sparks look 
in modern programs. This book 
makes complex theories accessible 
and useful for everyday practice.

Age focus: 2–5. Softbound, 
240 pgs. 
#542362 $42.95

Learning Together 
with Young Children, 
Second Edition
Maximize reflective 
teaching while meeting 
early learning standards. In this new edition of their classic book, 
authors Deb Curtis and Margie Carter offer an alternative framework 
for responding to standardization and data-driven mandates. 
Learning Together with Young Children, Second Edition, translates big 
educational theories into concrete ideas for working with children and 
families, including more than 100 real stories. Learn to use observation 
and reflection, create routines that support self-regulation, and work 
thoughtfully with mandated curriculum, rating scales, and assessment tools.

Age focus: 0–5. Softbound, 304 pgs. 
#545226 $49.95

Actions of Play
Understand play 
schemas to see 
inside children’s 
minds. Actions 
of Play builds on 
recent research into 
play schemas—the 
patterns of action 
such as transporting, 
enclosing, rotating, 
and more—to 
transform how you 
view play-based 
learning and project 
work. Featuring abundant, full-color photos and stories 
from the authors’ programs, it shows how documenting 
and studying these “verbs of play” can shape 
curriculum, deepen inquiry, and help you recognize 
children’s rich thinking.

Age focus: 2–8. Softbound, 168 pgs. 
#548272 $42.95

Children’s 
Lively Minds
Make schema theory 
visible in everyday 
practice. Children’s 
Lively Minds shares 
more than 200 
photographs and real 
stories of children 
exploring schema, 
followed by reflections 
and questions 
about what they 
may be learning. By 
understanding schema theory and intentionally supporting 
it, families and teachers can see the competence in 
children’s repetitive behaviors and better support early 
brain development and deep engagement.

Age focus: 0–5. Softbound, 200 pgs. 
#546940 $46.95
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Creativity in Young Children
Unleash the power of creativity 
for young children and yourself. 
Creativity in Young Children follows 
the authors on a journey of curiosity 
as they unlock what creativity is, how 
it connects to child development, 
and how it is shaped by people, 
communities, and the wider world. 
Featuring seven Big Ideas, case 
studies, and personal stories, this 
book calls on adults to change how 
we raise, nurture, and teach children 
so their innate creativity can flourish, 
supporting both cognitive and social-
emotional learning.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 264 pgs. 
#548111 $34.95

The Power in Pretend
Understand power and identity in 
children’s play. The Power in Pretend 
looks at how children explore power 
through their play, from princess tales to 
superheroes and pretend gun play. The 
book offers practical strategies for early 
educators to respond skillfully, even when 
play feels uncomfortable, in ways that 
support children’s agency and identity. It 
draws on current thinking about gender 
expression, consent, executive function, 
cultural influences, and peer relationships 
to help adults see what these stories of 
power reveal. The book also considers 
cultural influences on children’s play and 
adults’ reactions, as well as how peer 
interactions and play may be affected by 
differences among children.

Age focus: 3–6. Softbound, 152 pgs. 
#548487 $26.95

The Language of Art, 
Second Edition
Use art as a language for inquiry 
and discovery. The Language of  
Art, Second Edition, introduces 
Reggio-inspired, inquiry-based 
studio practices for early childhood 
settings. With art explorations 
for teachers, guidance on 
documentation, and inspiring 
photographs, it shows how to 
create space, time, and intentional 
processes for learning, and how 
to use art to ask questions, test 
ideas, and view experiences from 
new perspectives.

Age focus: 3–6. Softbound, 248 pgs. 
#544571 $39.95

Lisa Murphy on Being Child Centered
Create a truly child-centered program. Lisa Murphy on Being Child Centered explores 
nine essential characteristics of environments where play, developmentally appropriate 
practice, and academic standards all live together. In her trademark conversational style, 
author Lisa Murphy shares real-life examples and anecdotes that show what child-
centered practice looks and feels like and how you can shift policies, spaces, and routines 
to better honor children’s needs.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 208 pgs. 
#546155 $26.95

Lisa Murphy on Play
See play as the foundation of school readiness. 
In Lisa Murphy on Play, timely research and lively 
stories show why play is vital to young children’s 
social, physical, cognitive, and spiritual development. 
Lisa explains the “what” and “why” of the Seven 
Things caregivers should do with children every day: 
create, move, sing, discuss, observe, read, and play. 
As pressure for more academic preschools grows, 
this book shows how understanding that children’s 
learning happens through play is more important 
than ever.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 192 pgs. 
#544410 $26.95

Nurturing Brilliance
Champion young children’s need and right to play. In Nurturing Brilliance, 
acclaimed educator Sally Haughey introduces the Play-Activated Learning 
model, showing how free play reveals children’s thinking and the incredible 
growth unfolding in their brains. Drawing on decades of research and classroom 
experience, Sally’s science-based approach helps educators and families 
understand children’s play behavior, discover the educator’s role in supporting it, 
and communicate the power of play in clear, science-informed ways so all well-
intended parties can work together to nurture children’s innate brilliance.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 144 pgs. 
#548357 $26.95
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Find many more books 
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Find many more family 
child care business 
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Find the related 
eLearning at  
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Protecting Your 
Family Child Care 
Business
Protect your family 
child care business from 
licensing problems. In 
Protecting Your Family Child 
Care Business, consultant 
Sharon Woodward draws 
on years of regulation and 
policy experience to share 
proactive strategies that help 
you prevent citations, allegations, and infractions; prepare 
for home visits; and understand your rights and what to do 
if you are under investigation. She also offers guidance for 
rebuilding enrollment and reputation if your program faces 
an investigation or closure.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 144 pgs. 
#548371 $21.95

The Redleaf Calendar-Keeper 2027
Rely on the expert business resource family child care professionals 
have trusted for decades. The Redleaf Calendar-Keeper 2027 is an all-
in-one calendar and income-and-expense tracker designed specifically 
for family child care businesses. This 50th edition weaves anti-racist 
themes throughout the learning activities and literacy corners. Each 
month also includes recipes, activities, and practical tips, helping you stay 
organized while supporting meaningful experiences with children.

Spiralbound, 100 pgs.
Available August 2026
#100027 $22.95

New! The Redleaf 
Family Child 
Care Curriculum, 
Third Edition
Choose from more than 
200 developmentally 
appropriate learning 
experiences. 
The Redleaf Family Child Care 
Curriculum, Third Edition, 
keeps the user-friendly format 
providers trust while adding 
new content and ideas for hundreds of creative, inclusive 
learning activities. This comprehensive resource offers a 
complete curriculum for family child care programs, supporting 
the healthy development of infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and 
school-age children in a caring, nurturing environment. You can 
plan with confidence, meet diverse needs, and make everyday 
moments rich with learning.

Age focus: 0–5. Softbound, 276 pgs.
#548586 $44.95

The Redleaf Family Child Care 
Curriculum Developmental 
Assessment, Third Edition

Ten individual booklets. 
Age focus: 0–5. 
#548777 $16.95

The Redleaf Family Child Care 
Curriculum Family Companion, 
Third Edition

Pack of 10 booklets, 12 pgs each.
#548784 $12.95

Redleaf Family Child Care 
Curriculum Developmental 
Assessment Guide, Third Edition

54 pgs each.
#548791 $9.95

The Redleaf Family 
Child Care Curriculum 
Complete Set

Save 10% on the set
#548587 $74.95

Family Child Care 
Homes
Create inspiring 
learning spaces in your 
home program. Family 
Child Care Homes shares 
low-cost, practical ideas 
to help you design warm, 
engaging environments 
that feel like a second 
home to the children in your care and support their 
play, relationships, and learning.

Age focus: 0–8. Softbound, 216 pgs. 
#540757 $49.95

Family Child Care 
Business Essentials Set
Save more than $35 when 
you buy the set of seven 
essential tools. The set bundles 
these seven resources: Record-
Keeping Guide, Marketing Guide, 
Contracts and Policies, Legal 
and Insurance Guide, Inventory-
Keeper, Money Management and 
Retirement Guide, and Business 
Planning Guide. Individual titles 
are also available online.
#111222 $129.95

Family Child Care 2026 Tax 
Workbook and Organizer
Use family child care providers’ favorite 
tool for filing their own taxes. Each year, 
thousands of providers rely on the Family Child 
Care Tax Workbook and Organizer to save time 
and money at tax season. This up-to-date guide 
is the most comprehensive resource available 
and explains current rules, helps you organize 
records, and supports you in accurately 
completing your own return and claiming every 
business deduction you’re entitled to.

Softbound, 264 pgs. 
Available January 2027 
#100826 $22.95

Family Child Care 2026 Tax 
Companion
Be confident your tax preparer 
understands rules for family child 
care businesses. The Family Child 
Care 2026 Tax Companion helps 
tax professionals apply the unique 
regulations that affect your business. 
Fill out the worksheets and share 
them with your preparer as a guide 
while your return is completed, so 
your income and expenses are clear 
and your allowable deductions are 
not overlooked.

Softbound, 76 pgs. 
Available January 2027 
#101026 $22.95
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thinksmall.org/
tsi-cda-bundle 

Expert Professional 
Development for 
Early Childhood 
Educators
Our focus is your 
professional growth.
At Think Small Institute, our experts know the early childhood field inside and 
out. We provide learning opportunities that speak to the unique challenges faced 
within your early care and education programs. Our learning 
experiences translate evidence-based research and theory 
into practices you can use every day. All Think Small Institute 
trainings have an equity focus. We use antiracist pedagogy and 
diversity-informed models of practice to equip you to meet the 
diverse needs of children and families you serve. 

Looking for help facilitating large group registrations 
that align with your organization’s focus areas or state’s 
professional development or credentialing system? 
Let us help! Contact institute@thinksmall.org.

Online CDA® Training Bundle 
Earn all 120 hours of training for  
your Child Development Associate 
(CDA®) Credential™. 
The Think Small Institute CDA® Training 
Bundle includes 120 CDA® Council 
recognized hours covering all eight of 
the CDA areas and 12 CEUs.
Training bundle + eBook for $169. 
Over $380 value!

Competency Areas 
All Think Small Institute training is IACET Accredited 
and accepted nationwide. 

More than 100 
titles of self-paced 
eLearning to 
choose from!
Many of our courses are intermediate 
or advanced levels. Courses are available 
for clock hour and CEU credit. Visit our online 
course catalog at institute.thinksmall.org
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Loose Parts
Inspire rich, open-ended play with loose parts. Loose Parts introduces natural and synthetic 
materials—like acorns, hardware, stones, foil, or fabric scraps—that children can move, combine, 
and transform in countless ways. With more than 550 color photographs, it offers ideas for 
choosing, presenting, and using loose parts to spark creativity, problem-solving, and imagination.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 232 pgs. 
#542744 $34.95

Loose Parts 2
Bring the fun of 
found objects to 
infants and toddlers.

Age focus: 0–3. 
Softbound, 296 pgs. 
#544649 $34.95

Loose Parts 3
Create culturally 
sensitive and sustainable 
environments.

Age focus: 0–8. 
Softbound, 280 pgs. 
#544663 $34.95

Loose Parts 4
Inspire family 
engagement and life 
skills development 
for future success.

Age focus: 3–8. 
Softbound, 312 pgs. 
#545899 $34.95

Loose Parts Set

Save with the Loose Parts Set! Set 
includes Loose Parts, Loose Parts 2, 
Loose Parts 3, and Loose Parts 4. 
#544745 $124.95

Loose Parts for Children 
with Diverse Abilities
Support joyful, inclusive play for 
children with diverse abilities. 
Loose Parts for Children with Diverse 
Abilities highlights how open-
ended materials can be adapted 
so all children can participate. With 
hundreds of full-color photos, real 
stories, and reflections from families 
and educators, it shows loose parts 
play as a source of access, dignity, 
and delight.

Age focus: 3–8. Softbound, 264 pgs. 
#547077 $34.95

Loose Parts in Action
Turn loose parts 
inspiration into everyday 
practice. Loose Parts in 
Action is a practical how-to 
guide from Lisa Daly, 
coauthor of the Loose Parts 
series. It’s the easy-to-use 
manual on how to use loose 
parts confidently in early 
learning spaces.

Age focus: 3–8. 
Softbound, 104 pgs.
#547947 $22.95
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All the Colors 
We Are
Share an 
affirming, 
understandable 
story about 
skin color. All 
the Colors We 
Are explains, in 
simple scientific 
language, how skin color is shaped by our ancestors, the 
sun, and melanin. Filled with vivid photographs that show 
the beautiful range of skin tones, it helps children move 
beyond myths and stereotypes, build positive identities, 
and recognize the value of human diversity. Unique activity 
ideas are included to help you extend conversations and 
support ongoing reflection with children.

Age focus: 3 and up. Hardcover, 32 pgs. 
#540795 $19.95

Noah Chases 
the Wind
Celebrate different 
ways of seeing and 
sensing the world. 
Noah Chases the 
Wind is a colorful, 
magical story about 
a child who sees, 
hears, feels, and 
thinks in ways others don’t always understand. It honors 
the curiosity and imagination of all children while reflecting 
the experiences of many on the autism spectrum. Young 
readers who experience the world differently may recognize 
themselves in Noah and learn to feel good about their 
unique differences.

Age focus: 3–6. Hardcover, 32 pgs. Full color. 
#543567 $19.95


